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U.S. anti-Sandinista push 
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J a t', 'GUATEMALA CITY — The Gua- 
' ^ *jtetnalan government rejected a pro- 
posed U.S. Communique on- Central 
America that “amounts to a declara- 
tion of war" against Nicaragua, diplo- 
mats and politicians here said yes- 
terday. 

J; ^Guatemalan sources said the doc- 
jirpent in effect would bind four Cen- 
tral American countries to U.S. poli- 
cy 'against Nicaragua, implying an 
economic boycott, support for the 


House ambassador to Latin Ameri- 


ca, who has been.touring the region 
’ in preparation for Mr. Shultz’s visit. 
" the sources In Guatemala said. 

The proposal was presented as a 
kind of ultimatum, said Edmond 
; Millet Lesieur, vice president of the 
foreign affairs committee of the Gua- 
temalan Congress. “Busby told us if 
we did not sign the document as 
written, it would have ‘bad conse- 
quences’ for Guatemala," he said. 

• Mr. Mulet said he interpreted Mr. 
Busby’s comments as a possible 
threat to cut U.S. aid. Guatemala re- 
vcontras and a more vocal line r^eives more than $150 million an- 
j against the Sandinista government. ^ #hually in U.S. aid, of which about $7 

1 The proposed communique was /*.' fnlllion is for non-lethal purposes. 

[ . to be issued at the end of next Mon- >V proposed communique so in- 
- day’s meeting here between Secre- K censed Guatemalan Foreign Minis- 
iltary of State George P. Shultz and Alfonso Cabrera . Hidalgo that he 
fe the foreign ministers of Guatemala, ^ ^ihreatened to resign if it was signed, 
'^Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Ri- ’ the Guatemalan sources said, 
ca. f M ‘ . : f. The proposal was later rejected 

jp’. El Salvador and Honduras, two by the Cabinet of President Viniclo 
nations heavily dependent on U.S. ; :, Cerezo and by top military leaders, 
B aid, have agreed to sign the commu-. the sources said. 


regional peafe plan launched almost 
a year ago by President Oscar Arias 
■ of Costa Rica. ‘ r* : 

y .* The proposed US. communique __ 

vi apparently violate the spirit of the but otherwise receive little support 


... 

been wary of arousing the Ire of the 
Sandinistas. 

The 1,200 to 1,500 Guatemalan 
rebels maintain offices in Managua 


niqufe and Costa Rica has rejected it ~ 
according to Latin American diplo- 




M- 


* mats in Guatemala. 

A Western diplomat called the 
communique “the Reagan adminis- 


In addition, the Guatemalan Con- 
gress approved a non-binding reso- 
lution yesterday supporting the gov- 
ernment’s neutral position. 

The Guatemalan Foreign Minis- 


. tration’s last shot" at isolating Nica- ; V refused to comment on the pro- 

v^tagua and resuscitating the contras. B posed communique, but the sources 
The communique was presented i said that the Guatemalans will pro- 
to the Guatemalans two days ago by pose a second communique asking 
Morris Busby, the special White ^ Nicaragua to comply with the stalled 


Arias plan, .Which calls for non-in- 
terference in the affairs of neighbor-, 
ing states. It would forthe first time 
commit all four countries to an ac- 
tive anti-Sandinista policy, the Gua- 
temalan sources said. ^0'-- 

The Reagan administration has 
given the Arias plan lukewarm sup- 
port while seeking increased aid for 
the contras, which violates the 
peace plan, as does military aid to 
the Sandinistas by the Soviet bloc. 

Perhaps as a sign of the harden- 
ing of the U.S. approach, El Salvador 
and Honduras have be^n slow to re- 
spond to Mr.Arias’call for a meeting 
of five Central American presidents 
to mark the Aug. 7 anniversary of 
the signing of the peace plan. Costa 
Rica, Guatemala and Nicaragua 
have said they will attend, Latin 
American diplomats said. 

Mr. Arias said during a visit to El 
Salvador Wednesday, “The Central 
Americans must not seek other al- 
7 tematives, and we ought to defend 
as Central Americans our own deci- 
, slons." r . 

Vduras aridEl Salvador have distinct 
My cooled, but Costa Rica and Guate- 
mala have attempted to steer a more 
neutral course. 

7 7 ; Both Guatemala and Costa Rica 
continue to have limited trade with 
Nicaragua.;’!';’ ' ", 

* The Nicaraguan regime has sent 
£arnis to the Salvadoran rebels, 
^though the supplies are thought to 
^iave diminished in recent months 
^because the guerrilla force has been 
Reduced to about half its size in 1 984 
«|and because of the peace plan’s ban 
§&i such aid. 

Nicaraguan troops struck at con- 
f tfra border camps in Honduras earli- 
er this, year, prompting President 
^Reagan to order U.S. troops to ma- 
neuvers there. Nicaragua also says 
^Honduran planes have bombed its 
^border areas. 

Guatemala, which is still fighting 
gisi small guerrilla insurgency, has 




from the Sandinistas, "Western ana- 
lysts say. — N ‘- 
The rebels, who numbered about 
12,000 in the early 1980s, are 
thought to get most of their funds 
and supplies from Cuba and Europe. 

The Reagan administration’s ef- 
forts to keep the contras alive as a 
fighting force were blocked in Febru- 
ary when the House vetoed further 
military supplies. 

•• .The contras since have with- 
drawn many of their 12,000 troops 
to Honduras, while attempting to 
continue cease-fire talks with the 
Sandinistas. Those talks collapsed 
in June. 

Further complicating matters, 
the military wing of the contras, 
headed by Enrique Bermudez, has 
gained control of the rebels’ ruling 
directorate, prompting many leaders 
of the Southern Front to quit. They 
cited Mr. Bermudez’ alleged corrup- 
tion and ties to the former dictator- 
ship of the late Anastasio Somoza 
Debayle. 

7 n . As a result, the Reagan adminis- 

s relations with Hon- /--^ration is left with little leverage to 
use in pressuring the Sandinistas to 
create a more democratic society. 

Earlier this month, the Sandinis- 
tas expelled the U.S. ambassador 
and eight other diplomats, closed the 
Roman Catholic radio station and 
suspended the opposition newspa- 
per La Prensa for 1 5 days. 

The proposed communique “is 
the [Reagan) administration’s last 
shot before the November elections," 
said a Western diplomat. “If they 
could get the four countries to buy 
into the program, then Nicaragua 
would be more isolated by its neigh- 
bors, the contras would have new 
allies, and the agenda will have been 
set for the next president." 

The military-dominated Hondu- 
ran government has become in- 
creasingly alarmed by the provoca- 
tive nature of the contra presence on 
its territory and the Sandinistas’ 
willingness to go after the rebels. 


